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Cambridge City, Sept. 20 �
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Mary Grey Sanctuary, Con-
nersville, 6 p.m. Sept. 22  

Brownsville IN, 7 p.m.Sept. 22 
Shaker Village, New Haven, 

OH, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Sept. 23 
College Corner IN/OH, 7 p.m. 

Sept. 23. 
Lantern light walk along the 

Whitewater Canal at Metamora, 
Franklin County IN, 6:30 p.m. 
Sept. 24 

Liberty IN, 7 p.m. Sept. 24 
John Hunt Morgan Twilight 

Walk, Harrison OH, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Sept. 25  

Twilight Trails on nature trails 
of Miami, Oxford OH), 4:30 to 
dark Sept. 26  
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___ Enclosed is $_____ to purchase ___ Byway signs at $100 each. 
 
Name _______________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP Code ___________________________________________________________ 

My sticker should read: _________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail form and funds to WCBA, P.O. Box 75, Metamora IN 47030. 
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�� think it was Phyllis’ wed-
ding dress that got me 
thinking. I kept getting the 
impression that it was an 

Overbeck sister standing there. 
No, actually that is too kind. I felt 

all night like someone was in the 
room with me. And once in the 
middle of the night I got up to pee 
and there, sitting in a chair that 
wasn’t there, I saw a woman just 
before she faded away. 

Who was she? More than likely an 
Overbeck, but which one? Maybe the 
mother, Sarah? The next 
morning I was grateful to 
learn that my hosts, Jerry and 
Phyllis, had a photo of all six 
of the Overbeck sisters. I was 
sure I would recognize one of 
them but I did not. 

Some very prominent people 
may own a few pieces of Over-
beck pottery but I’ll bet it is 
few men who can say that they 
slept with one of them. Well, 
after all, are not all ghost stories 
just the product of a poor 
writer’s impressions? 

�/ (�/#0(���#$��4�#2��(#0./�#5�./����. #$����#��� $ ���!41 �%��� .'��
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�� fter driving a steel spike into a rail-
road tie for the first time in his life, 
Aurek Ransom decided that it’s not 

what he wants to do for a career. 
Aurek, an eighth-grader, heard and felt the jarring 

clang of metal hitting metal as he aimed and swung a 
spike maul during the Railroading Camporee on April 
24-26. Nearly 500 Boy Scouts had a chance to drive 
spikes, ride motorized “speeders” to inspect the rails 
and climb up into train engines and cabooses at the 
Whitewater Valley Railroad. To cap it off, they rode 
the rails from Connersville to Metamora and back. 

“I think it’s interesting,” said Aurek, who belongs to 
Troop 1832 of Hagerstown. “I’m learning a lot but I 
don’t know if I’d want to do it for a living.” 

Looking like sledge hammers with thin heads, spike 
mauls weigh 10 or 12 pounds “but after a few hours, 
they get a lot heavier,” said Bill Patton of Anderson. 
Three or four Scouts would each swing five or six 

times before the steel spike was buried up to its head 
in a wooden tie. “If you get somebody that does it a 
lot, they can slam it in about three or four hits,” Patton 
said. 

Patton is a volunteer with the railroad, coming down 
from Anderson on weekends to drive spikes and do 

(Continued on page 5) 
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other hard manual labor just for the oppor-
tunity to be near the old trains. He and the 
other 50 or so volunteers who staffed the 
camporee hope to share their love of the 
rails with a younger generation. 

The Whitewater Valley Railroad is an 
operating museum of restored engines and 
cars completely staffed by volunteers. It’s 
not a museum with standing displays, said 
train conductor Kelly Wilson, as he ex-
plained safety rules to the Scouts. 

This was the fifth such event for the rail-
road, said Joe Wira, who chairs the activ-
ity. He figures about 2,100 Scouts have 

gone through the 
weekend pro-
gram, during 
which they can earn the 
Railroading Merit Badge.  
Looking through a train car 
window as he polished it, 
11-year-old Matthew Sea-
man liked learning about 
the locomotives. Matthew, 
from Troop 245 in Green-
wood, admitted that he 
never washed the windows 
at home, but washing the 
train was “cool.” 
Not far away, Ken Rex 

sounded the horn three times on a “speeder” or motor 
car. With a car full of five Scouts, he zipped off for a 
quarter-mile ride to an observation tower where they 
would perform a service project. 

Along with the full-size hands-on experience, the 
Scouts learned about model railroading. Lester 
Meyers and Dick Wilson showed everything from 
large-scale yard or lawn trains to subminiature Z5 
mini-trains powered by magnets. Scouts from Troop 

40 in Liberty were impressed by the high prices paid 
for these mobile models. 

On Sunday, each Scout purchased a $5 ticket at the 
rail depot and embarked on an hour-long ride to his-
toric Metamora . There, they could wander between 
quaint shops and visit a replica of an 1840s canal boat 
moored at the Whitewater Canal State Historic Site. 

And, at a sound of the train whistle, they boarded 
for an hour’s trip back to Connersville—with a week-
end full of new memories.. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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The Whitewater Valley 
Railroad operates vari-
ous regular scheduled 
trains and special 
event trains throughout 
the year. Train and 
Ticket Information is 
available by calling our 
Connersville Depot at 
(765) 825-2054. 
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If you would like to become a member of the Whitewater 
Canal Byway Association, please fill out the form, below or 
on the Web site www.whitewatercanalscenicbyway.org, and 
mail to: 

Whitewater Canal Byway Association 
PO Box 75 
Metamora, Indiana47030 

Please enclose a check made payable to the Whitewater Ca-
nal Byway Association. 
Level of Giving for Memberships 

_____$10.00 Explorer (student) 
_____$25.00 Pioneer (family or single adult) 
_____$100.00 Helmsman (contributing level) 
_____$200.00 Canal Boat Captain (sponsoring level) 
_____$500.00 Canal Boat Builder (corporate level) 
_____$1000.00 Settler (lifetime single adult membership) 

Last Name _______________________________________ First Name ____________________________Initial ________ 

Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________________ State _______________________ ZIP Code _________________ 

Email Address ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

With our thanks for joining and supporting the efforts of the Whitewater Canal Byway Association, you will receive a mag-
netic “mini” Whitewater Canal Scenic Byway road sign for your vehicle or refrigerator and quarterly newsletters.  

In addition to my membership I am enclosing a donation in the amount of $__________  

Total enclosed $__________  

_______Check here for information on automatic renewals of my annual membership using my credit card  

� � 
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