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Blanche Stelle Was a Blessin
And An Inspiration for Us

By Candy Yurcak, Board President

| started a story several weeks ago for this month’s newsletter.
It was about all the blessings | feel this time of year. About the
joy | have received in my life since we began these two projects
almost five years ago. About the many friends | have made
throughout the Whitewater Valley region and the states of
Indiana and Ohio. How the Christmas season is a beautiful,
warm and wonderful time of year. How important friends and

family are, how faith and belief can make the impossible happen ...
was put to the test.

On Monday morning, Dec. 7, | received a phone call and was told that Blanche
Stelle had suffered a massive stroke the evening before. For those of you who don't
know who Blanche is, she is the secretary of the WCBA Board of Directors. But
Blanche is a lot more than just that. She is the Economic Development Director for
Union County, Union County Chamber of Commerce and tourism leader, a huge
advocate for Liberty and Union County, a great Mother, Grandmother, Great-
Grandmother, neighbor and friend to many.

To me, Blanche is an inspiration as I'm sure she is to many of you as well.

Blanche passed away on Dec. 22.

I met Blanche about five years ago ... although the other day we were trying to
remember where we met and had to laugh, neither of us could ... and we became
instant friends. She was larger than life with such a positive attitude. She told me on
more than one occasion that all good things will work out if we just hang in there and
keep trying.

She was such a strong supporter of the WCBA and its mission. As President of the
WCBA | have struggled with the responsibility of this position. Wanting to be able to
make a difference for our valley but not always sure | should be the leader of this
group that is working so hard to make this difference. Blanche would have no part of
that kind of talk. “As long as you are President, you just keep working!” she'd say.
“We're in this together.” And she always was.

Blanche defied her age. It is unimportant; she had so much to accomplish (and had
accomplished so much!). | remember my shock when she told me her age, a good 20

and then my faith

Continued on Page Two

Note from the Editor:
Please accept my
apologies for the lateness
and rougher-than-usual
formatting of this
newsletter. | am
experiencing software
difficulties. Hope to have
them fixed before the next
issue.

Come celebrate another year of progress with the
Whitewater Canal Byway Association.

The annual meeting will be Wednesday, Jan. 20,
starting at 6 p.m. at the Hearthstone Restaurant in
Metamora. Cost is $13.75 each, payable at the door.

Reservations are required by Monday, Jan. 18.
Phone reservations to Bob Hansen, (765) 489-4753, or
Candy Yurcak, 647-3859.

- Bob Hansen




SIGNS ARE GOING UP —

It was late September when we received an ecstatic e-mail from Board Member Paul
Baudendistel saying that the first signs marking the Whitewater Canal Scenic Byway
were being put up. At left is a photo of Paul celebrating the occasion. Franklin County is
all marked and the sign committee is now working on other counties.

. LEAVE YOUR MARK ON THE BYWAY: DONATE A SIGN
Whitewater

Can al You can help mark the route of the White-  the donor. Signs also can be donated and “in
water Canal Scenic Byway by purchasing a sign. honor of’ or “in memoriam.”

Each sign costs $100. They will be put up To donate a sign, please fill out the form
by the Indiana Department of Transportation below and return it to the WCBA at P.O.
and will have a sticker on the back denoting  Box 75, Metamora IN 47030,

__ Enclosed is § to purchase  Bywav signs at $100 each.

Scenic Byway [N

Mailing Address
Donate to the WCBA )
. i City, State. ZIP Code
to purchase signs like _
this one that will mark MRl
the Whitewater Canal
Scenic Byway. Please mail form and funds to WCBA_P.O. Box 75, Metamora IN 47030.
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years older than what | figured her to be, and | knew then that | hoped | could be half the woman Blanche is when I'm
her age. Heck, I'd like to be half the woman she is at my age now!

Blanche has been an important part of the Whitewater Walk for three years. She has chaired the walk in Union
County all three of those years. She has been instrumental in the walk’s success. She helped with the press
releases, coordinate the event and raising funds. This year Blanche and | had a little healthy competition on the side:
which one of us could raise the most money for our county. Of course, Blanche won, and at the Whitewater Walk
2009 kick-off party in Wayne County, Blanche out-danced all of us, (I've got pictures to prove it) much to the dismay of
her grandchildren.

Needless to say, when | received the phone call and was told that the prognosis was not good, | was devastated.
After all, this is the Christmas Season and Blanche is needed by many, and especially her family. | sat at my desk for
a long time that morning, feeling hopeless. But then | started thinking about all that Blanche is and | started to hope.
Hope in that whatever happens, we will all remember what Blanche stands for and be the better for it.

And as if to prove that she doesn’t give up, when they removed the respirator on Wednesday, Blanche continued
to breathe on her own. And on Thursday she even spoke a few words. | didn’t know how this would all turn out but |
do know that in this season of Christmas blessings, | received one in the form of Blanche. And in that | have hope.

Her family told me that before she passed on, Blanche had talked with each of them, talked about her hopes for
them and her love for each member of her family. She worried about how this would affect them but told them to know
she was ready, it was her time and she was at peace.

I hope we all remember her family during this time and remember how Blanche was always giving, even in the
end. She was a very special lady

| wish for all of you a most blessed Christmas Season.

-- Candy
(Photo of Blanche Stelle courtesy of Ray Dickerson, The Gad-A-Bout)



At its December 2009 meeting, the WCBA Board agreed to offer
a special one-time membership category, Founder, to recognize
those who provide extraordinary financial support for the
Whitewater Canal Byway Association during 2010.

The Founder level will recognize contributions of $5,000 or more
during 2010, which will be a critical year for WCBA.

It is expected that WCBA will be able to obtain the land and
buildings for the Whitewater Valley Regional Interpretive Park
during early 2010. While much of the cost will be paid through a
Transportation Enhancement Grant, there are also matching costs
and operating costs will kick in immediately.

Founders-level contributors will receive a special commemoration
and their names will be placed on a permanent plaque at the
Interpretive Park.

A strategic planning committee has been working on developing
a new structure for WCBA, taking into consideration the operation
of the WVRIP. There are two buildings and a campsite on the
grounds. It is expected that this will eventually become a source of
revenue for WCBA but, initially, it will require investment and will
probably operate at an annual loss.

The Board also added another level of membership, $50 Family.

Please consider joining or renewing your membership now.

__ $10.00 Explorer (students)

__$25.00 Pioneer (single adult)

___$50.00 Pioneer Family (family)

___ $100.00 Helmsman (contributing level)
___$200.00 Canal Boat Captain (sponsoring level)
___$500.00 Canal Boat Builder (corporate level)
__$1,000.00 Settler (lifetime single adult mershay)

$5,000.00 FOUNDER (available during 2010 only)



Rain, rain and more rain was the common thread that tied the eight
counties and two states of the Whitewater Valley together during the 2009
Whitewater Walk. But even all the rain didn’t dampen the spirits of more than
350 people who participated in at least one of this year’s daily or twilight walks.

Beginning on Sept. 19 with a kick-off 10k walk from Reid Hospital to the
Whitewater Gorge in Richmond, and ending nine days later at the Cleves
Tunnel in Cleves, Ohio, daily walkers experienced many of the wonderful
assets this valley possesses.

They viewed many of the historic ruins of the Whitewater Canal and walked
on water (so to speak) as they rode pontoon boats down the length of the
Brookuville Lake. They canoed the Whitewater River in two places (some even
swam after they swamped their canoes) and a few brave souls kayaked the
length of Brookville Lake.

They camped in tents (that occasionally leaked) in the Whitewater Gorge,
the Whitewater Campground in Fayette County, alongside the historic feeder
dam in Laurel and the Ohio River in North Bend, Ohio. They slept in a barn with
Oliver the Cat in Cambridge City, and in cabins at Treaty Line in Union County.
They even rode a train on the Whitewater Valley Railroad.

For those walkers who just didn’t feel the need to walk 109 miles
or couldn’t attend the daily walks due to work but still wanted to learn
about this valley, twilight walks were added to this year’'s Whitewater
Walk. Eleven communities in the Whitewater Valley hosted an evening
walk (generally from 2 to 4 miles in length) that highlighted what was
special about their community.

The Presbyterian Church where six of President William Henry
Harrison’s children were baptized on the same day in Cleves, Ohio,
the gym in Indiana where a half court basketball shot went through the
net one hour later in College Corner, Ohio, a lantern-lit walk along the
Whitewater Canal Trail and a Shaker funeral in the White Water
Shaker Village in Crosby Township, Ohio, were just a few of the
highlights of the Twilight Walks.

Union County had the largest attendance for daily and twilight
walks. Under the
guidance of
County Chair

Blanche Stelle, Brownsville, Liberty and College Corner hosted
twilight walks. Union County also had the largest attendance for the
Twilight Walks with West College Corner bringing in the most at 87
walkers. Walkers attending these walks heard wonderful stories about
these communities from the ‘old timers,’ visited the Blue Heron Art
Gallery, learned about historic structures and even participated in a
birthday party for a long-time resident of West College Corner.

At Harrison, Ohio, the Indiana group joined with many of those
responsible for creating the Presidential Pathways Ohio Scenic
Byway, for their ribbon-cutting and dedication ceremony.

For a complete list of the walk’s sponsors as well as sponsors

throughout the region or for a picture show of the 2009 walk, visit
the WCBA website at www.whitewatercanalscenicbyway.org.
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Congratulations to WCBA Member Pauline Druley, who celebrated
her 100" birthday on Sept. 30. Pauline walked through Milton with
us on the 2008 Whitewater Walk. As a youngster, she ice skated
on the Canal from Cambridge City to visit her parents in Milton.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 2010. Look out Indiana, we’re comipgur way.

In the Whitewater Valley, you can experience livhiigtory in a natural environment of which we (tgpare only just beginning
to appreciate the value. We have much to learntadngwalley and it could be a lot fun. Today's gdh is Museums in motion and
Adventures in time and transportation.

Does that sound academic enough to suit?

Outdoor Historic Research does not have to be Wudhn be a vacation. It does take some time, gbinking, and some
personal passions which grow as you go. | enjdinipthe events lead me and see if a story isenatimd. | call it “on assignment.”
Come with me as | attempt to describe my thougteatlires in November and December 2009.

| was covering the fall festivals in our regiorkdi‘Freudenfest’ in Oldenburg and ‘Founders DayLiberty when | got the
notion to record Courthouse cannons. Most couhtie® a cannon somewhere and a Civil War genetatarl thought it might
make an interesting regional subject. Like thoseoa in the Connersville cemetery ... what do we kiadnout them?

That day, my attention was distracted by an ingfroyn Terry Duffy who had just found an old bottlear the Butler Run Canal
Culvert north of Brookuville. It was embossed witlethame Jos. Siedling, Brookville, Indiana. My miaded to a ‘memory photo’ of
the Brookville Canal Basin. | forewarn you, a racimind is commonly in a bit of error. Maybe he fdumJung Beer bottle! Jung
beer was bottled in Cincinnati, brewed with iced a@elivered and served cold. Cold beer? That was ne
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Jos. Siedling owned a bottling plant in BrookvilRerhaps
he had a franchise to bottle Jung Beer? Duringipitiddn he
went into bottling soft drinks and by 1950 he wattlng Pepsi
Cola, and the Pepsi plant which he started isistibperation in
that town.

No, it was not a Jung Beer bottle. What Terry hachfl
was a very old Jos. Seidling Soda Pop Bottle, tertet are a lot
of stories in bottles, and this triggered my nesdgignment.

LEARNING FROM CANAL-ERA BOTTLES
What did a beer bottle look like during our cana®For this | went to
Google and was soon buried in beer bottles. Thalmteeally excited me
was an Ingermann’s Ale XXX bottle from IngermanBewing Co.,
Cambridge City, Indiana.

What do you suppose those three X’s mean? | remeselaéng them on #
Snuffy Smith’s jug, and on Yosemite Sam’s keg ofigowder! Perhaps our $
Whitewater Canal Research Group would find fumigermann’s Brewery? v
We started by mapping his brewery buildings in Ezebridge City. % &
Why? Perhaps to find a bottle. "0

| was traveling in time and fantasy now. In my miaéter sampling this
brew | found myself trying to pole a dugout canpetlie Whitewater River,
then walking the Whitewater Canal Trail to Metamdeking the Canal Boat
at Whitewater Canal State Historic Site, boardhmg\Whitewater Valley
Railroad westbound train for Connersville, and stmmd myself in Milton. Oh well ... | still have atlto learn about Milton.

In my piles of unfinished papers was the documemniahat canal boats were built in two places iftdfi. One such site was
located a half mile north of town. It was said tvé been opposite Manlove Park. It took me a feavy/to learn that there were two
Manlove Parks, and then there are problems likpdsjie.” The Boat Yard was opposite Manlove Parkidl direction is opposite?

This | know ... canal boats were built there!

(Continued on Page Six)



(Paul Baudendistel - Continued from Page Five)

MANLOVE PARK

So far, several people have told me where thedatas were at the entrance to Manlove Park. Ndia@enot more is
remembered.

Manlove Park was started by Joseph Manlove in 1B&#as a huge recreational facility covering sadfietio 70 acres with a
large lake and a 22-room hotel. A special everd héthe park was the visitation of the “Musicaln@ress” once a year, at which
five or six thousand people would attend. And thés before the automobile. After about 13 yearptr&’s attendance decreased
and it closed in 1916.

We are still seeking the location of that canalthy@ad (opposite) it. With no new data coming inwe move on.

Back to the brewery in Cambridge City! And from tdih, the best way to get there is by taking “Thakyi”

THE DINKY

By 1914 there were 1,825 miles of interurban traodsidiana. One of
the shortest lines in the state was an electrieyrovhich ran 2 miles between
Milton and Cambridge City. George Callaway, whativin Milton, was a
member of the railroad board for the line betwe@&@hfRond and
Indianapolis. It is said that he insisted on thigtdm spur so that he could get
to work in Indianapolis.

Pauline Druley of Milton said that the southermgrus of the Dinky
was at the intersection of Main Street and preSéste Road 1. She said that
she rode the Dinky to Cambridge City when she veasgto high school and
a one-way trip cost 10 cents.

In the 1920’s, even the main roads were not panddaa automobile was
a luxury. The Indiana Interurban system was themasrtant as our
Interstate Highways are today, but in a short tihgg/ began to be
unprofitable and were abandoned. Replaced by tteranbile, and so you see
it wasn't just the canal system that failed at péwpl motion.

Finally we arrive at Vandalia (East Cambridge
City) and the site of Henry Ingermann’s Brewery.

The brewery business was located on two
different sites in East Cambridge City and there
were two Henry Ingermanns involved. The more
you learn the more complicated things get, but we
are getting this one straightened out.

How many distilleries, breweries, and bottlers
were there in our Whitewater Valley region?

Remember, there is no end to the adventures
found in historic research and it is as fun as your
mind will allow you to go.

In my fantasy again ... | found the brewers
sitting on the front porch testing their latestdat
called XXXX, and before | knew it | was trying to
paddle a dugout canoe upriver again! Now where
am | going ?

| was just told that | have to go home and
write a story for the Whitewater Canal Scenic
Byway Newsletter ! And | don’t have a thing to
talk about.
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